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DIRECTORS’ MESSAGE

Gene & Caryn Celebrate 20 Years as Directors

The summer of 2007
— 20 years as Directors — it
just doesn’t seem possible.
Gazing at the photo on my
desk, | see Caryn and me
and our 4 and 2 year old sons
Sean and Sam in 1988, our 1
summer as Directors (serving
with my folks Gene & Peg
Clark) and immediately think,
“Where did the years go?!!”

It truly seems like yesterday we moved to Belknap to
take on the role as the new Directors. Now 20 years have passed;
our children are grown men, and Caryn and | are no longer the
young man and woman | am staring at in the photograph. | am
not saddened by the nostalgia, but instead quite contented with
my thoughts. It has been a wonderful 20 years and if we had
the chance to do it all over again we would happily jump at the
opportunity. Camp Belknap has had only 4 sets of Directors in
its 100 plus year history and with the summer of 2007 marking
our 20" at Belknap it means all 4 sets of Directors have served 20
years or more in their roles as caretakers of this special and sacred
place. We are very proud of that achievement, and grateful for the
kind recognition from the Board of Directors and Staff of Belknap
this past summer in ceremonies celebrating our 20" summer.

We are immeasurably amazed by the responsibility,
dedication and kindness with which our staff perform; each
summer more outstanding than the last. Our lives, and most
importantly the children we serve, are enriched by their
thoughtfulness, consideration and enthusiasm. We continue to
be extremely thankful for the opportunity to work with such yne
young men.

The summer of 2007 also marked Gene’s 35" overall
at Belknap, beginning in 1960 when he yrst arrived asa 7 year old
“Midget” camper when his folks were 1% year Camp Directors.
They also fell in love with Belknap and served as Directors until
their retirement in 1988. They still remain the camp Directors,
who have served the longest in Belknap’s history with 29 years
at the helm.

We always like to share each year some comments
we receive from parents, campers and alumni as part of their exit
questionnaires each session or from correspondence sent to our
attention. We feel these remarks tell a far better story then we can
and are a true barometer of how Belknap is operating and how
our staff is serving the needs of the children in our care. Itis rare
not to read in the questionnaires comments about the quality and

performance of the Belknap leaders and 2007 is no exception.
So it is with great pride we share with you a selection of those
comments from the past year!

fi Dear Gene - | hope this letter ynds you well.
In knee socks, moustache and those infamous shorts. | am
writing at two in the morning now. | am a sophomore in college
now and have class in 5 hours, but for reasons | have not yet
grasped | felt the urge to write this letter. In 2003, | received
Senior Rec. This was the single greatest honor | have ever
received. | was not able to be back in 2004. When | received
Senior Rec | was relatively new to Belknap. | had no 5 year
award, and none of my relatives had ever attended Belknap. |
didn’t know the names of many prominent Belknappers, and
most of them didn’t know my name. But Belknap became
more deeply rooted in my life then | even yet know. On an
early morning drive through back roads; on a mountain bike
ride deep in the woods, Belknap comes back to me when |
least expect it. Belknap is where | made friends that weren’t
won by social prowess, something quite foreign to many high
school aged boys. Belknap is where | ynally came to terms
with the loss of one of my closet childhood friend, nearly
three years after his death. Belknap is where | met the most
prominent role models I have encountered. Regardless of the
situation, | have with me always a strong sense of myself, and
my morals. | attribute much of this strength and introspective
clarity to my time at Belknap. Though I would like to, I very
well will never return to Belknap, or see most of the friends
I made there. Hopefully one day | will have a son that will
have a similar experience. But who knows. | would like to
thank you and everyone else who made and makes Belknap the
incredible place that it is.”

“l would like to thank you for everything you’ve
done for me. The list is too long to even write. Without camp
I am not sure who | would be. Everything from manners to
people skills | learned at Belknap. Also, the most prevalent
characteristic | have taken from camp is leadership. | consider
myself a leader in all aspects of my life and owe it to you and
your unbelievable staff for teaching me year after year how to be
a leader. My favorite quotation in the whole world is “Seek the
Joy of Being Alive.” So often people only see the bad side of
things, but | on the other hand seek the joy. While doing things
| don’t particularly enjoy, | often catch myself daydreaming
about Belknap, reminiscing about how joyous it all is.”

“Qver the past year many people have expressed their
dismay at the fistate of the worldd. Though | sometimes ynd
myself in agreement with all the radio commentary and news
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(Directors Message, continued)

media, | rarely feel hopeless. My optimism may be momentarily
challenged but | never once think all is lost. So, | sometimes
wonder why | do stay optimistic. Is it youthful optimism? | would
like to think not necessarily. However, | do believe it comes from
two very important inpuences in my life- my upbringing and
Belknap. My parents taught me a very important lesson very early
in my life. “Make your own luck by working hard”. Belknap
taught me another. “Be joyful, seek the joy of being alive”. 1
believe both of these formed and later conyrmed my belief that
no matter how bad things may look, if I work a little harder and |
take time out to realize how lucky | am, things can only get better.
I may not be able to change the world | live in, but | can certainly
change how | live in it. As always, | take Belknap everywhere |
go...on all the planes, to all the hotels, in all the rental cars that
carry me to where | need to be. There is no place on earth that |
look back on with fonder memories.”

“We heard from our son today and he is so bummed
out that this month is coming to an end. You have created the
most remarkable place on God’s green earth there. We want you
to know that as parents of a boy who is blessed to be there with
you 8 years we are most grateful to you for all you have done for
him. Every summer got better...every summer he came home a
better young man. We will never be able to tell you what happens
when Belknap ends each summer... it is truly remarkable. You
stay with the boys all year. They remember Belknap every day
and all of their life lessons you have taught them is a big part of
why they are who they are. Thank you so much for caring for
them. If you ever wonder “does it stick” it absolutely does. You
have made a huge difference in the lives of some of the country’s
ynest young men who are our best hope for a brighter future. No
words adequately thank you for your dedication to them and all of
us. So | guess it has to be a simple “Thank You”. We are already
bracing for the ride home this year. We will all be crying!”

And ynally this from a parent and a former Belknap
leader.

“l am writing to thank you for our son’s outstanding
Belknap experience. Everything about the camp far exceeded
his expectations and lived up to all my memories. | can’t tell
you how much it means to me that my son loved the place that
is so near and dear to my heart. As | have told many people
over the years, my experience at Belknap was one of the most
signiycant and positively formative chapters in my life. | truly
believe that | am who | am today because of the yne life lessons
learned and reinforced at Belknap. It means the world to me that
my son will have many of the same experiences. My son loves
everything about Belknap. He literally raved non stop for the yrst
3 hours of our 7 hour car ride home. As | view the camp through
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(Annual Fund Letter continued)

Now imagine future Belknappers several generations
hence returning to camp after their own long absence. What will
they ynd? What can we do to make sure they ynd what we have
found? The annual fund is one way we can take action to insure
the Belknap experience for future generations. Please join me and
many others in giving to the annual fund to support the exceptional
summer camp that Belknap is today and to preserve a bright future
for the Belknappers of tomorrow.

Sincerely,
Mark Vaughan

Chairman Fundraising/Development Committee

(Directors’ Message Continued)

different lenses (those of a parent, rather than a camper & leader),
I thoroughly appreciate how truly unique and special Belknap is.
The leadership, the creativity, the camaraderie and the ever-present
climate of respect are all unique characteristics of Belknap. We
look forward to our son enjoying and learning from many more
years at his favorite summer place...and mine.”

We again thank all of you for making these last 20
years so memorable in our lives. We hope that Belknap has in
some way positively changed the lives of all 1,096 different boys
who attended this past summer. Keep Belknap in your heart
during the off-season and remember to always “Seek the Joy of
Being Alive”.

Timi-Hi & God Bless,

Gene |1l and Caryn

BELKNAP

on Lake Winnipesaukee since 1903

Fall 2007
Dear Belknappers,

It is common to hear from Belknappers who have
returned to camp after an extended absence that the camp
remains just as they remember it, unchanging and constant.
Many speak of the comfort they draw from the familiarity
with the experience. While some buildings and activities
may have been added over the years, the essence of the
place: the feel, the smell, the majesty of the grove, the quiet
of the chapel, the excitement of the waterfront, the home
away from home feel of a Belknap cabin have all remained
constant through the years. Inaworld where changing with
the times is often promoted as a badge of modern honor, the
unchanging traditions and values of Camp Belknap strike me
as a strength and a source of connection across generations
of Belknappers. For over a century now, Camp Belknap
has continued to be enormously successful in providing boys
a summer camp experience of fun, friendship, growth, and
memories. Under Gene and Caryn’s leadership and with a
talented staff of leaders, we continue on as an outstanding
summer camp for boys.

While many of the outward characteristics of camp
remain unchanged, the needs of the camp remain as well.
The yrst class facility requires annual maintenance, which
is a signiycant portion of the annual budget. We continue
to make an effort to keep tuition affordable so that camp
is accessible to more boys. We also remain committed
to an active scholarship program that provides a Belknap
experience for boys who otherwise would not be able to
attend. As with past years, donations to the annual fund allow
the camp to maintain the facility, keep tuition affordable, and
maintain the scholarship program. As | wrote in the Spring
Firelighter, last year’s annual fund contributions were the
most generous ever totaling nearly $107,000. Thank you
all for that wonderful support.

While Farm Island remains up for sale, the
Board continues to represent camp so that our interests are
protected. If the status changes and additional support of any
kind is needed, we will be in communication with you.

(Annual Fund letter continued on back panel)



